I. INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY
Africa was the second continent that Islam spread into, which explains why almost one-third of World Muslim population resides in this continent. The aim of this paper is to track the change of the Muslim population in Africa since 1950. Accordingly, the results of this paper reveal that while the total African population increased from 79 million in 1870, to 227 million in 1950 to 1,307 million by 2020, the percentage of Muslims in Africa decreased from 47% in 1870, to 44% in 1950, to 41% by 2020.
Our results are summarized in tables and a superscript number is put by a country name representing the source of the percentages. A "(year)" sign is put next to this number to indicate that the source bases its estimate on official census data and the year the census was conducted. Percentage values are based on the latest available census and reliable estimates. Official censuses were considered in this study to be the most reliable; although official censuses are usually challenged by minorities, whether Muslims or not, claiming that their number is underestimated for various reasons. However, these claims tend to be based on emotions and wishful thinking and not on scientific facts. In addition, residents who are not citizens are not counted in many religious and ethnic censuses. While typically non-citizens do not influence the political life in a country, they do help in establishing and maintaining various religious facilities and activities. Thus, it makes sense to include them in an estimate that inquires about adherents of a certain religion in a country.
However, not all censuses inquire on religious adherence, nor are held regularly. Thus, our second source of estimates is Demographic and Health Surveys (DHS) that include data on religion. When no census or Survey is available, we resort to other estimates from reliable sources.
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The total population estimate for each country and the corresponding annual population growth rate (APGR) since 1950 are based on [UNP] . An estimate for the Muslims demographics in the decennial estimates based on these growth rates.
We divided Africa into seven regions; the data for each is included in a separate section, and are sorted in terms of the percentage of Muslims in descending order. These regions are Northern Africa (Section 2), Western Africa (Section 3), Upper Central Africa (Section 4), the Horn of Africa (Section 5), Lower Central Africa (Section 6), the Eastern Islands (Section 7), and Southern Africa (Section 8). Section 9 presents a summary of the data for the whole continent.
II. MUSLIMS IN NORTHERN AFRICA
This region consists of seven countries: Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Sudan, and Tunisia. The total population of this region increased from 19 million in 1870, to 54 million in 1950, to 257 million by 2020. The related Muslim population increased slightly from 90% in 1870, to 91% in 1950, to 93% by 2020. The corresponding individual data for each country in this region is discussed below and summarized in Table 2 
Summary
A summary of the Muslim population change in Africa from 1950 to 2020 is presented in Table 9 . Accordingly, while the total African population increased from 79 million Figure 9 . The value of pure white color is 255, while pure black is 0. Given a percentage of Muslims p, the color was chosen as 255 -2.55p. Thus, the darker the region is, the higher the percentage of Muslims in the corresponding country. Since the 1980s, the continent annual population growth (APGR) has been decreasing constantly, from 2.9% to 2.3% in the 2010s. The corresponding APGR for the Muslim population in this continent also has been decreasing since 
